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people in border communities like mine are 
particularly susceptible to this disease. Com-
munity organizations in my district such as the 
Alliance of Border Collaboratives, the TB Pro-
gram at the Mexican Consulate in El Paso, the 
Pan American Health Organization, the Uni-
versity of Texas at El Paso TB Photovoice 
Project and a number of cross-border part-
ners, work hard every day to eliminate TB. 

I encourage all Americans to participate in 
community events that raise awareness of this 
issue. As awareness of this disease increases, 
together we can work toward the elimination of 
the disease. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 98TH BIRTH-
DAY OF DR. DOROTHY I. HEIGHT 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 24, 2010 

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to celebrate the life of a very special and ex-
traordinary individual; a woman who embodies 
the best of mankind and who has dedicated 
her whole life to improving the lives of others. 
The woman of whom I speak is none other 
than Dr. Dorothy Irene Height. 

Today, Dr. Height celebrates her 98th birth-
day and I couldn’t be more proud and honored 
to call her my friend. 

This African-American administrator, teach-
er, and social activist, has been a leader in 
the struggle for equality and human rights for 
all people her whole life. Her life exemplifies 
her passionate commitment for a just society 
and her vision of a better world. 

Born in Richmond, Virginia, Dr. Height 
moved with her parents to Ranklin, Pennsyl-
vania at an early age and attended public 
schools. Winner of a scholarship for her ex-
ceptional oratorical skills, she entered New 
York University where she earned both a 
Bachelors and Masters Degree in four years. 
It was while she was working as a caseworker 
for the welfare department in New York that 
Dr. Height joined the National Council for 
Negro Women, NCNW. It was this single act 
that helped launch her career in civil rights. 

In 1965, Dr. Height inaugurated the Center 
for Racial Justice, which is still a major initia-
tive of the National YWCA. She served as the 
10th National President of the Delta Sigma 
Theta Sorority, Inc., from 1946 to 1957, before 
becoming President of the NCNW in 1958. 
Working closely with civil rights giants such as 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Roy Wilkins, Whit-
ney Young, and A. Philip Randolph, Dorothy 
Height participated in nearly all of the major 
civil and human rights events in the 1950s and 
1960s. It was for her many tireless efforts on 
behalf of the less fortunate, that President 
Ronald Reagan presented her the Citizens 
Medal Award for distinguished service to the 
country in 1989. 

Dr. Height is known for her work in inter-
national and developmental education. In 
three decades of national leadership, she has 
served on major policy-making bodies affect-
ing women, social welfare, economic develop-
ment, civil and human rights, and has received 
numerous appointments and awards. 

Dr. Height continues to enjoy a lifetime of 
achievements. Her continuous devotion and 
work to advance the rights of women, and her 

efforts to empower the poor and the power-
less, speak volumes for this is truly a woman 
whose life is the epitome of courage, vision, 
and deep faith—an inspiration to us all. 

To my colleagues here in the House . . . 
please join me in extending to Dr. Height, con-
gratulations and warmest wishes on this her 
‘‘special day.’’ 

Dr. Height, ‘‘Happy Birthday.’’ 
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HONORING THE RED PUMP 
PROJECT 

HON. BOBBY L. RUSH 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 24, 2010 

Mr. RUSH. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to and recognize The Red Pump 
Project on the occasion of their one year anni-
versary. The Red Pump Project is an initiative 
of The Red Project Collaborative (RPC), a 
Chicago non-profit organization that seeks to 
raise awareness about the impact of HIV/AIDS 
on minority communities. Through its initia-
tives, The Red Pump Project and The Red Tie 
Project, RPC is doing work online, with over 
135 bloggers and on the ground to motivate 
action and encourage dialogue about the ef-
fects of the disease. 

Through their work, co-founders and noted 
bloggers Karyn Brianne Watkins and Lovette 
Ajayi have spent countless hours and endless 
energy to raise awareness of this life-altering 
disease. Their work has been so fruitful, 
Madam Speaker, that The Red Pump Project 
is now a national initiative, raising and donat-
ing funds to the Chicago Women’s AIDS 
Project, the AIDS Foundation of Chicago and 
Project VIDA. Currently The Red Pump 
Project features 40 ambassadors in 20 states 
around the country ‘‘Rocking the Red Pump’’ 
to raise awareness about this epidemic and is 
continuously moving toward its goal of having 
representation in all 50 states. 

As the Red Pump Project celebrates their 1 
year anniversary in fashion and style on 
March 25, 2010, they will also be honoring 
Emmy Award-winning HIV/AIDS activist Rae 
Lewis-Thornton with the ‘‘Ultimate Red Pump 
Rocker’’ Award for being a living legacy. Ms. 
Lewis-Thornton has faced the disease with 
dignity, class and undeniable courage for over 
20 years, and has been on an endless cru-
sade to raise awareness about HIV/AIDS 
around the world. 

Madam Speaker, as the Centers for Dis-
ease Control reports African-Americans ac-
count for 13% of the United States population 
but a staggering 49% of HIV/AIDS infections, 
it is through initiatives like The Red Pump 
Project that transmission can be reduced and 
ultimately this disease eventually eliminated. I 
am honored to recognize The Red Project 
Collective (RPC) and privileged to enter these 
words into the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD of the 
U.S. House of Representatives. 

DR. ROYCE MONEY—ABILENE 
CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, March 24, 2010 

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker, I would 
like to recognize a man that has tirelessly 
served the great state of Texas and tens of 
thousands of university students at my alma 
mater, Abilene Christian University. It is rare 
that a person selflessly gives of himself and 
his family for the good of others, and I am 
pleased to acknowledge my esteemed col-
league and dear friend Dr. Royce Money, a 
true example of a lifetime servant-leader. 

Dr. Money is the 10th president (1991– 
2010) of Abilene Christian University, and has 
served the university in various capacities for 
nearly three decades. He will be transitioning 
on May 31, 2010 to continue his university 
service in a new role as chancellor. He will be 
greatly missed as ACU’s 10th president for his 
visionary leadership and personal commitment 
to modeling ACU’s mission of ‘‘Educating stu-
dents for Christian service and leadership 
throughout the world.’’ 

Dr. Money, like myself, was born in Temple, 
Texas. Interestingly, my grandmother, Lucy 
Hill, was his Sunday school teacher when he 
was a child. Dr. Money comes from a long line 
of faith, with a strong work ethic and a gen-
erous spirit. These values have served him 
throughout his childhood into his professional 
life. 

During Dr. Money’s tenure, the campus has 
taken on a massive building program. ACU 
has become a first class institution. It truly is 
a university set on a hill in West Texas that 
shines influence throughout the world. 

Dr. Money says that one of the most pivotal 
roles as president is to tell the story of ACU 
to as many people who will listen. He is an 
ambassador for this unique university. 

Dr. Money’s story in higher education began 
at Abilene Christian in 1960 where he enrolled 
as an undergraduate student and served as 
vice president of the Students’ Association his 
senior year. In 1964, he earned a Bachelor of 
Arts degree and went on to earn a Master of 
Divinity degree in 1967 from ACU. He com-
pleted his Doctorate of Philosophy in religion 
in 1975 from Baylor University and in 1982 he 
earned an additional Master of Science de-
gree in human development from the Univer-
sity of Nebraska. 

After completing his education, Dr. Money 
joined the Abilene Christian faculty in 1981 as 
an associate professor of marriage and family 
therapy. In 1986, he became chairman of the 
undergraduate Bible and ministry department 
and then became chair of the graduate Bible 
and ministry department in 1987. 

Just a year later in 1988, Dr. Money be-
came vice president and provost of the univer-
sity, and since 1991, he has been ACU’s 10th 
president. Though his primary roles within the 
university have changed over the years, Dr. 
Money has always remained committed to the 
classroom, serving as a professor of the Col-
lege of Biblical Studies. He plans to continue 
teaching after retirement through study abroad 
trips to Oxford and Leipzig with his wife Pam. 

On January 23, 1965 Dr. Money married 
Pam Handy in San Antonio, Texas. Dr. Money 
and his wife Pam are both extremely com-
mitted to education. Mrs. Money, a licensed 
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marriage and family therapist has served as 
an adjunct professor in the College of Biblical 
Studies while taking on various duties and 
privileges as First Lady of ACU. As education 
has played an invaluable role in their lives, Dr. 
and Mrs. Money want to provide other young, 
achieving minds with the same opportunities 
they have had. The recently established 
Royce and Pam Money Fund for Excellence in 
Education provides scholarships for top-rank-
ing students to continue their educational en-
deavors at ACU with a goal of $1.9 million in 
aid. 

Royce and Pam are deeply involved in the 
university community. They frequently extend 
a personal invitation to students to share a 
meal together. It is not uncommon to find Dr. 
Money eating lunch in the Bean Cafeteria with 
students, getting their perspective. The Mon-
eys are both committed members of the 
Church of Christ and attend University Church 
of Christ, which is directly across the street 
from the university. 

Dr. Money has enriched the educational 
system across Texas and throughout the 
country through memberships, chairmanships 
and board positions. More importantly, lives 
have been influenced in a positive way be-
cause students crossed paths with this re-
markable man—Royce Money. 

Beyond his commitment to academia, Dr. 
Money is an esteemed author, an outstanding 
role model and community member. He has 
served as chair of Abilene Chamber of Com-
merce and as president of the Lone Star Con-
ference, as well as in positions on countless 
other boards throughout the community. Dr. 
Money’s dedication to the community was 
honored when he was named Abilene’s Cit-
izen of the Year in 2007. 

I am humbled to have had the pleasure to 
know Royce and Pam during my time on the 
board at ACU. Dr. Money is a man of integrity, 
who lives by his principles and stands up for 
his beliefs. Dr. Money will always hold a place 
in the hearts and minds of everyone whose 
life he has touched. 

We honor Dr. and Mrs. Money for their life-
time service to this educational institution 
whose university goal is to ‘‘Change the 
World.’’ We look forward to seeing more great 
things come in the story of Abilene Christian 
University as Dr. Royce Money’s influence 
does in fact help university students to change 
the world for the better. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO COMMERCE 
BANK 

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 24, 2010 

Mr. CLEAVER. Madam Speaker, Chairman 
FRANK and I would like to extend our con-
gratulations to Commerce Bank, its officers, 
directors, shareholders and employees on 
being designated by Forbes magazine as the 
third-best bank in America in 2009. Commerce 
Financial Corporation head-quartered in Kan-
sas City, Missouri, is an $18 billion bank 
founded in 1865. It is the largest bank ranked 
in the top 10 by Forbes. Five generations of 
the Kemper family have owned and/or oper-
ated Commerce Bank. Currently David Kemp-

er is the Chairman, Chief Executive Officer 
and President of Commerce Bancshares, Inc., 
Jonathan Kemper is Chairman and Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer of Commerce Bank, N.A. and 
Vice Chairman of Commerce Bancshares, Inc. 
Commerce Bank operates in five states—Mis-
souri, Kansas, Illinois, Oklahoma and Colo-
rado. The Bank’s corporate mission is ‘‘To 
raise the voice of the customer and, in doing 
so, create a differentiating experience which 
encourages our customers to develop a rela-
tionship with Commerce and then become 
long-tenured, loyal customers.’’ The com-
pany’s customer promise is ‘‘ask listen solve. 
That means the company promises to ask the 
right questions, listen carefully to what our 
customer is telling us, then solve for the ap-
propriate solution to meet our customers’ spe-
cific needs.’’ 

Commerce Bank embodies strong commu-
nity involvement in all the communities it 
serves. Commerce Bancshares Foundation in-
vested more than $1.4 million in community 
and charitable programs throughout their serv-
ice areas in 2008 with a total of 780 grants 
awarded to 635 organizations. Through their 
employee volunteerism and corporate dona-
tions Commerce stands tall with their commu-
nities. In fact Commerce Bank just received an 
‘‘Outstanding’’ rating from the Office of the 
Comptroller of the Currency in their recent 
public evaluation of Commerce’s community 
lending and participation. 

Also in 2009, Commerce Bancshares, Inc. 
received J.D. Power and Associates Award 
‘‘Highest Customer Satisfaction with Retail 
Banking in the Midwest Region Two Years in 
a Row, Tied in 2009.’’ 

Commerce is committed to environmental 
sustainability to reduce their environmental 
footprint. They encourage recycling, try to con-
sume less paper, encourage employee car-
pooling and public transportation and monitor 
and manage energy usage. In 2008, Com-
merce opened Missouri’s first LEED-certified 
bank branch in O’Fallon, Missouri. They are 
working hard to reduce their energy use, mini-
mize water use, and use outdoor lighting and 
general building comfort in new branch de-
signs as well as remodeled facilities. 

When the largest banks in America were 
trying to repay billions of dollars in TARP 
funds and to improve their balance sheets and 
to deal with the impact of severe economic 
problems in the states where they do busi-
ness, Commerce was keeping to their busi-
ness strategy, conservative with slow, steady 
growth. Their non-performing loans as a per-
cent to total loans was 1.6 percent, which 
ranked them 20th in this category in the coun-
try; reserves as a percentage of non-per-
forming loans was 114 percent; and their Tier 
1 capital ratio was 12.1 percent. Their stock 
trades at 1.8 times its book value. To be rated 
the third-best bank in America in 2009 by 
Forbes out of the 100 largest banks and thrifts 
in America is a great honor for everyone at 
Commerce Bank. Madam Speaker, again we 
offer Commerce Bank and all its employees, 
officers, directors and shareholders our 
heartiest congratulations on a job well done. 

CONGRATULATING JORDAN MA-
LONE ON HIS OLYMPIC BRONZE 
MEDAL 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 24, 2010 

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
rise today to congratulate Jordan Malone of 
Denton, Texas. Jordan is one of our nation’s 
athletes who competed in the XXI Winter 
Olympics in Vancouver, British Columbia, 
Canada. 

Jordan, as a member of Team USA, helped 
the men’s 5000m relay capture bronze in short 
track speed skating. The Vancouver Games 
was Jordan’s Olympic debut, and the bronze 
he won for speed skating at Pacific Coliseum 
on the night of February 26, 2010, was his 
first Olympic medal. 

Jordan is a dedicated athlete who has ac-
complished great things in his career as a 
speed skater. Jordan is currently the only 
short track skater in the U.S. to compete in all 
five of the past World Championship events. 
He has won five gold medals, two silver med-
als, and eight bronze medals. 

Madam Speaker, it is with great honor that 
I rise today to celebrate the accomplishments 
of one of our nation’s finest athletes, Jordan 
Malone. I am proud to represent such a dedi-
cated athlete in the United States House of 
Representatives. 

f 

NATIONAL DISTRACTED DRIVING 
AWARENESS MONTH 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 23, 2010 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in support of H. Res. 1186 to support designa-
tion of April as National Distracted Driving 
Awareness Month. 

Distracted driving is a growing danger on 
the nation’s roads. According to the recent Na-
tional Motor Vehicle Crash Causation Survey, 
80 percent of all traffic incidents and 65 per-
cent of all near-crashes involve some type of 
distraction. Cell phone usage is a growing cul-
prit, causing an estimated 2,600 deaths and 
nearly 330,000 injuries every year. 

Strong federal action is needed to address 
this serious public safety issue. Last year, 
Transportation Secretary LaHood convened 
the first-ever Distracted Driving Summit. This 
led to the formation of FocusDriven, the na-
tion’s first nonprofit devoted to combating dis-
tracted driving, and the creation of 
www.distraction.gov, the federal government’s 
official Web site to educate the public about 
the dangers of distracted driving. The designa-
tion of Distracted Driving Awareness Month is 
an important part of this public awareness 
campaign. 

Mr. Speaker, I was unavoidably detained at 
the time of the vote on H. Res. 1186. I had in-
tended to vote for this important resolution. I 
applaud Secretary LaHood’s efforts to ensure 
driver safety and support the designation of 
Distracted Driving Awareness Month. 
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